
  
  The steps explained – from telling us you have a disability, to getting your support in place… 

  Below is an overview of the process, and then a detailed list, which you can tick off as you go along. 

 

 What & when? Registering 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xDv6T_zswEiQgPXkP_kOX6VIf5Ms_QJEiGwp1ybrJPVUMTNLNUJDTTg1UkxQVEtRMldaVUJCMVZLRiQlQCN0PWcu
/essentials/Study/Study-Tools-and-platforms/RISIS
mailto:disability@reading.ac.uk
mailto:disability@reading.ac.uk


 

 

 What & when? Applying for funded support including DSA (if you are eligible) - What to do at each stage… 

□ 
Apply for your 

funding ASAP 

If you are entitled to additional funding as a result of your disability (for example Disabled Student 

Allowance (DSA), or an NHS bursary), it is best to apply as soon as possible.  

You don’t need register with the Disability Advisory Service (DAS) first, but you can ask us for help if 

you need it.  

You will be asked to provide medical evidence, so make sure you have this ready to send. 

/essentials/Support-And-Wellbeing/Disability/Funding-support
/essentials/Support-And-Wellbeing/Disability/Funding-support
https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowance-dsa
/essentials/Study/Academic-Tutors/Your-Tutor


DSA and DAS 

 

What is the 

difference? 

Students tell us that the two acronyms DSA and DAS are confusing.  

  

¶ DSA or Disabled Student Allowance is Government funding, on top of 

Student Finance, to help with costs towards equipment or support 

needs that students may have as a disabled student. To get DSA you 

must be a ‘home’ student and meet the eligibility criteria.  

 

¶ DAS stands for Disability Advisory Service, We are the University team 

who students need to speak to, to discuss the impact of their disability 

on your studies, so we can make recommendations of any reasonable 

adjustments required to their learning or exams (these won't be 

automatic).  

 

 

 

 
You will need to apply 

online, and arrange your 

support (see above). 

 

You will need to register with 

our service on the portal 

(see above). 

What about fire 

safety?  

It is important to keep safe while on campus, and that includes knowing 

how to get to safety during an emergency situation and building 

evacuation. Some students with disabilities need extra help getting to 

safety during an evacuation. 

 

If you need help during an evacuation, or you are not sure if you need 

help, you must tell us by filling out our PEEP form. 
 

Check our web page on fire safety and evacuation for more 

information. 

 

 

Consent 

Consent to speak to your parents or carers:  

 

We will ask you when you registered with DAS if we have your consent to 

speak to your parents or carers, and you will have given their details to us 

(if you consented).  

 

DAS may speak to parents/carers if you request that we do so, but this 

would be limited to:   

¶ only the person you named in your consent form  

¶ only discussing setting up the learning adjustments for you, usually at 

the start of your course or before joining the University 

¶ we do not have an ongoing dialogue with parents or carers outside of 

this, and will only ever contact them in an emergency  

¶ The University does not provide updates to parents or carers, on your 

wellbeing, or your grades and progress in your studies. As adults it is 

expected that you will keep in touch with your own support network in 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/disabled-students-allowances-dsas-whats-available-how-to-apply
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-finance/disabled-students-allowances-dsa.html#what
https://www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/products/full-time-undergraduate-education/full-time-disabled-student-allowance/eligibility/
/essentials/Support-And-Wellbeing/Disability/Disability-Advisory-Service
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xDv6T_zswEiQgPXkP_kOX-EbosJkUT1AtVMLBclQbuFUODRMVFg5TFYzQ0xDR0U3MjBZM0pNSVFWQSQlQCN0PWcu
/essentials/Campus-and-Local-Area/_Safety-and-Security/Fire-Safety-and-Evacuation-procedures
/essentials/-/media/essentials/files/the-important-stuff/tcs-and-cs-and-protective-measures/student-and-applicant-privacy-notice-jan-22.pdf
/essentials/
/essentials/Support-And-Wellbeing/Disability

